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CONSERVANCY ACTION ADDS

115 ACRES TO STATE PROTECTION

By Kincaid Mills, Land Acquisition assimilate some 1,137 acres in the valley along the
The Total-Acres-Conserved odometer clicked banks of the North Chickamauga Creek. Many have
over 6,562 acres on March 22 with the contributed to this effort: Federal partners like U.S.
completion of the Rogers farm transaction. Fish and Wildlife, State partners like the Department
This 115-acre addition brings the valley total of Transportation, the Trust for Public Land, donors
protected through Conservancy actions up to to the NCCC, and of course families like the Rogers
1,690 acres. who shared our vision of seeing the property

conserved and stuck with their commitment to see
The State of Tennessee acquired the Rogers farm  the deal to fruition.
in Hixson near Hixson High School. Funds for
the acquisition came from a federal North
American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA)

grant, the State of Tennessee, the Trust for I love hlkmg and swimming in the

Public Land through a Lyndhurst Foundation North Chickamauga Creek
Grant, and the North Chickamauga Creek Pocket Wilderness Area, and am
Conservancy with monies from our donors. amazed every time | go there

that we have virtually a
wilderness experience on the
outskirts of Chattanooga. The

Managed for Wildlife

The property is comprised of a mixture of
cropland, pastureland, riparian stream bank,

wetland, and bottomland hardwood forest. The proximi ty to downtown makes

property will be managed by the Tennessee the NCCPWA even more

Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) for both incredible since we can enjoy

game and non-game animal species and will the area even at the end of a

i itional habitat for fi .

ii()):/slde additional habitat and acreage for food workday. The preservation of
natural areas like the pocket

TWRA has been a fantastic partner in wilderness is essential to the

conservation. Over the last eight years the overall quality of life in the

State of Tennessee has completed some Chattanooga area.

17 transacti the behalf of TWRA t
7 transactions on the behalf of TW 0 --Bob Lockaby
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& ADVENTURE RACE

Greenway Challenge is

Adventure Race on May 21 will be a multi-sport spectacle

The first feeling you’ll have watching the
2005 Greenway Challenge is, “WOW, this is
s000 cool!” That soon changes to “Are
they crazy?!” as the athletes push
themselves to extremes to canoe, bike and
run for the glory of finishing first. And if
that’s not enough, in between the main
sports, racers also perform mentally and
athletically challenging “mystery events.”

It’s sort of like Survivor: North Chick, only
with a few differences. No one has to eat
bugs, there’s lots of teamwork, competitors
even help each other at times, people aren’t
eliminated around a campfire, and it’s a lot
more athletically intense.

The third annual Greenway Challenge is
your only chance to see an adventure race
in Chattanooga this year. The race starts at 9
a.m., Saturday, May 21, at the Greenway
Farm on Hamill Road.

“A fun, well-organized event” — 2004
participant

The public is invited to watch, to volunteer
to help the event, or to compete, along with
two pals. But if you want to race, sign up
now at www.northchick.org because space
is filling up fast.

Fifty teams of three athletes each — co-ed
teams preferred — will converge on the farm
to compete for the honor of winning. That
teamwork is what sets the Greenway
Challenge and other adventure races apart
from athletic events, such as triathlons.

CHATTANOOGA, TN 1
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MAY 21st

Fund- and Fun-Raiser

“Worth every minute” — Racer from last
Challenge

The Greenway Challenge is a sprint race that
goes two to three hours. In the world of
competitive adventure racing, sprint races
last from two to nine hours and are held
early in the year to introduce new adventure
racers to the sport and to help experienced
racers get back into the sport after the
winter slow-down. Longer multi-day
endurance races often take place later in the
year.

Race planners try to make the competition
as safe and as challenging as possible.
Mystery events are not publicized in
advance. Racers will not know what the
tests consist of until the pre-race meeting or
even until they reach the special test area
during the race. As Jim Farmer, president,
North Chickamauga Creek Conservancy, and
Greenway Challenge race director, says,
“There’s no better way to test team
dynamics than to have adversity thrown in
your face while the clock is ticking.”

Proceeds from the race benefit the work of
the North Chickamauga Creek Conservancy.
In fact, the race name implies the challenge
of completing the corridor protecting the
creek, as well as the challenge of completing
the race at the front of the field.

The 2005 event is the third year the race has
been held. Last year, the Challenge drew 50
co-ed teams from 10 states.

Greenway

Challenge

Race Starts: 9 am. EDT,
Saturday, May 21

Location: Greenway Farm
Hamill Road, Hixson, Tennessee

Cost: Free to Spectators
$60/participant* or $180/team*

Eligibility: Teams of three. Racers
must be 16 years old on raceday.

Parking: Plenty available at
Greenway Farm.

Registration: To register to race,
go to www.northchick.org, click on
Greenway Challenge Adventure
Race.

Volunteers: To volunteer, contact
larry@northchick.org or call and
leave your name and phone number
at (423) 842-1163.

*Members of TrailBlazers Adventure Racers

receive a $5 discount per person.



Hikers gather at the trailhead of the
North Chickamauga Creek Gorge State
Natural Area on April 9 prior to
exploring the newly completed
network of nature trails atop Waldens
Ridge on the Flipper Bend portion of
the natural area to celebrate
Tennessee State Natural Areas Week.
A five-mile hike featured a unique
plateau-top vernal pond, replete with
breeding amphibians and wetland
plants. Those who participated in the
eight-mile hike encountered
spectacular views of the North
Chickamauga Creek Gorge and

Tennessee Valley. B

Running at the Greenway is the best in-town get-a-way
from the madness of work and traffic and all the material
trappings and stress of everyday life. | love the plants and
the wildlife. This is my therapy for when | can't go far to

get away from it all.

-- Melodie Thompson

New Officers and
Directors Elected
for 2005

Officers for 2005 are: Jim Farmer, president;
Allen Culp, vice president; Larry Cook,
secretary; and Robert Belcher, treasurer.

New directors whose terms start in 2005 are:
Brandy Campbell, Dr. Robert (Ned) Giles,
and Ian McLeod. They join returning board
members Dawn Ford, Debbie Glasscock,
Jack Kruesi, Alan McClure, Kincaid Mills,
Dee Nash, Jane Overbeck, Jeff Richards,
Jennifer Stamp and Rob Weber.

NCCC advisory board members include:
Olan Mills II, Dan Page and Cartter Patten.

A special thanks to all of the Conservancy
officers who served through 2004 and
directors leaving the board: Jeff Richards,
president; Allen Culp, vice president; Debbie
Glasscock, secretary; Robert Belcher,
treasurer; Pat Campbell, Ron Nelson, John
Tucker, Lynne Koby, and Gaye Smith. Your
work helped the Conservancy grow stronger
to protect the North Chick watersheds for

future generations. El

Gifts in honor
of our friends...

In appreciation of Reed and
Julia Winn, given by Mr. &
Mrs. Charles E. Winn

In honor of the birth of Josiah
Hosein Rafiee, given by
Ellen A. Rafiee @

An early Spring sampling of the luscious flora in the state natural area . ..

I il L

S”lippe

Yellow Buckeye



NORTH CHICKAMAUGA
CREEK CONSERVANCY

P.O. BOX 358
HIXSON, TN 37343

PHONE: (423)842-1163
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WEB: WWW.NORTHCHICK.ORG

Honorary Gifts

To Remember a Special Person or a Special Day

Honorary gifts to the Conservancy are the
perfect way to celebrate a special event or a
special person — and at the same time do
something good for our surroundings. The
birth of a child, a wedding, an anniversary, or
any other special occasion can be
remembered through a gift of any size to
NCCC. Your honorees will be recognized in
The Conservationist and receive a note
announcing your gift on their behalf. You

also will receive a note of thanks from the
Conservancy. Your gift will go into the
Conservancy’s endowment fund to be used
for future watershed protection.

This gift form may be used for your
convenience or simply mail your check to
NCCC with a note indicating that it is an
honorary gift and the name and address of
the honoree.

Honorary Gift to the Conservancy

My Name:

Street:

City, State, Zip:

My gift of is in honor of

Honoree’s Name:

(occasion, if it applies)

Honoree’s Street Address:

City, State, Zip:

NCCC Calendar

May 21 — Greenway Challenge
Adventure Race, put on by the North
Chickamauga Creek Conservancy

May 22-June 25 — The Big Dig I1I
- All are invited to join the Cumberland
Trail Conference to build the Rock/
Possum/Soddy Segment,
www.cumberlandtrail.org

June 4 — National Trails Day®,
www.americanhiking.org

September 17-18 — Fall Open
House and Native Plant Sale,
www.reflectionriding.org

October 1 — Tennessee River
Rescue, www.tennesseeriverrescue.com

Fall — NCCC Celebration, date to be
determined

Mail to:
P. O. Box 358

North Chickamauga Creek Conservancy

Hixson, Tennessee 37343

Our thanks to Debbie
Glasscock, Conservancy
director, for the hike and
wildflower photographs
in this issue.



